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Preach'd before this Houle Yeſterday, 
he be deſir d to Print the ſame; and that 


Martis, Primo Die Feb. 1708. 
RDER'D, That the Thanks of 

this Houſe be given to Dr. Pelling, 
for the Excellent Sermon by him 


at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, and that 


Sir. Thomas Hanmer and Mr = I 


do A him therewith. , 
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Ex o b. xx. Part of Vers. 

1 the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting 
the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth Generation 
of them that hate Me. 


Mong the ſeveral Motives made uſe of 
A by God, to diſcourage Men from breaking 
in upon his moſt holy and juſt Laws : The 

fear of Puniſhment, he is often pleas'd to inflict. in 
this Life, is one of thoſe, by which he impreſſes 
an Awe on the Minds of ſuch Perſons, as will not 
ſuffer themſelves to be influenc'd by the mare ſoft 
and endearing Methods of his Geodneſs, _ In the 
great variety of which Judgments, - my Text in-' 
forms us of one of a ſorer Kind, he has denounc'd 
againſt Sinners of the firſt Rank; namely, "I hat be 
will viſit the Offences of Parents upon Children, unta the 
third and fourth Generation of them that H 4T buns 


From which ſolemn Declaration made by God, and 


interwoven into the Body of thoſe Moral Precepts, 


which were defign'd to be of perpetual Obligation: 


We have the greateſt Reaſon to e in the 
Truth of the Fact now before us; That God Al- 
2 . mighty 


<4) 

mighty, upon ſome ſpecial and wery extraording 
Occaſions, will viſit the Iniquity of the .Fathers 
upon their Children; Or the Sins of ane Generation 

on thoſe that ſucceed it. 

However; ſuch in all Ages has been the Degeneracy 
of Mankind, that even the moſt powerful Reſtraints 
ha ve not been ſufficient to keep 'em back from Sins 
of the moſt preſumptuous and dangerous kind; how 
diſmal and laſting ſoever they had reaſon to appre- 
hend the Conſequences of em might be: Yet they 
had the hardineſs to venture on the commiſſion of 
em; and, in defiance of the moſt ſore Judgments 
denounc'd by God, to run the hazard of em them- 
ſelves, andto tranſmit the Guilt of 'em to Poſterity. 
Of the general Truth now before us, ſetting aſide 
the Scripture- Examples of that kind, we. have a 
plain Inſtance in the ſurprizing Wickedneſs of our 
Forefathers , which gave occaſion to the Riſe, and i; 
a juſt Cauſe of the Continuance of this Days mourn- 
ful ty. For however many of 'em might 
have been deluded upon their firſt ſetting out, it 
was impoſſible for em not to have fully diſcern'd 
at length.all the fatal Conſequences of that un- 
natural Rebellion, in which they were engag'd. 
They muſt have foreſeen the Calamitys to which ma- 
ny Thouſands of Perſons would inevitably be ex- 
pos'd: The plentiful effuſion of. Chriſtian Blood, 
caus'd by the mutual Diſſentions of Fellow-Subjeds 
and Fellow-Chr:ft:ans, work d up to the bie 

ih ſe pitc 


pitch of Enmity againſt each other; The certain 
Deſtruction of the bed i = Civil Form of 
Government happily eſtabliſsed in theſe, Kingdoms, 
and of One. of Ae beſt of Princes med 2 the: } 
Head of em: I ſay, the Contrivers and Adbors of 
this Days Villany, muſt have been more or leſs. 
fenſible of all this, and f the heinous Guilt they 
were then going to involve themſelves and Poſterity 
in, and yet they. were not afraid to leave ſuch a. | 
ſtanding Monument of National Wickedneſs? ſo- |} 
ſure a pledge of laſting Vengeance behind em. | 
Under theſe Circumſtances, Is it to be imagined,;. | 
That 1 ſhould be EY Spe-- | 
ator of Actions ſo notoriouſly Sinful, of Per- 
ſons that had gone ſuch lengths in Wickedneſs 1," } 
had ſo far ers a the common meaſure of Cor- | 
ruption? On the other Hand, might it not more: 
reaſonably have been expected, by thoſe who more. 
wiſely conſidered the ends of his Providence, that 
he ſhould w/it the Sins of ſuch Fat bers upon their Chil-.- | 
dren, (as he has declared in. the Text he will-do. | 
upon the like Occaſions) even unto the tbird and - | 
fourth Generation of them that hate bim. 
In diſcourſing more particularly on which Words, 
it may not be improper, _ „ 
Firſt, To offer ſomething in Vindication of this 
way of God's dealing with Mankind, in viſiting }. 
n ſome extraordinary Occafions, the Iniquity, 
of th Fathers upon the Children; Or the Sins 8 one 
| Gene- 


(6) 
Generation on ſucceeding. Ages, From whence I 
Bo Fa ao) 
_- S*condly, To apply the general Doctrine contain'd 
in the Text, to the particular Sin, or rather compli- 
cation of Sins, we are now deploring in God's Houſe. 
r CIT 
Third and laſt place, To lay down ſome DireQi- 
ons neceſſary to be obſerv'd, in order to prevent a 
farther Viſitation of that crying Sin upon us, - and 
ä or Er Ea 
Firſt then, I propoſe to offer ſomething in Vin- 
dication of this way of God's dealing with Mankind, 
in vifiting, upon ſome gen Occaſions, the 
Tniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, Or the 
Sine of one Generation on ſucceedin Ages. 
The Difficulties attending which Doctrine, will, 
I preſume, be fully clear'd up by a due Conſide 
tion of theſe three Irin, „ 
Firſt, Of the more than ordinary Malignity of 
thoſe Sins which God is provok'd to viſit on the 
Children of wicked Parent. 
Secondliy, Of the manner after which he will vi- 
ieee oe e ee 2a patanodtibats.: 
* Than, Of the Charafter and Qualifications of 
thoſe Perſons on whom he determines thus to viſit 
le,, 
Flirſt, Then it will be of ſome uſe to us, in order 
to free the Hoctrine of the Text from the difficut-. 
ties that may ſeem to accompany it, to conſider 


the 


(7) 
the more than ordinary Malignity of . thoſe Sins, 
which God is provok'd to vifit upon the Off- ſpring 
of wicked Parents. The Sin more particularly; | 
pointed at in the Text is that of Tdalatry, conſider } 
under different Views; which it muſt be. confeſs cd 
is a Sin of ſs Very abſurd and beinous a. Nature, ſo 
diredly contrary to the moſt natural Notions of God 
implanted in the Soul of. every Man, and wrtb- 
all includes ſo high a Degree of Contempt of him, 
that no wonder he ſhould ſet a diſtinguiſhing mark 
of his Diſpleaſure, on ſuch ſtupid and proftigetcly 
wicked Perſons, as ſhould preſume to worſhip the 
Creature more than the Creator; ot to change the 
Glory of the incorruptible God, into Images made 
like to corruptible Man, Ram. 1. 9. 

Other Sins upon which the Curſe in the Text 
may likewiſe be ſuppos d to be entail'd, are ſuch as 
in their Nature include an open Defianceof, and Ho- 
ſtility againſt God; as we learn from the Deglara- 
tion in the Text, importing That he will-waſt the 
Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, unto _—— 
and fourth Generationof them that HA IE hin Under 
which general Term, jointly. applicable both to 
the Fathers and the Deſcendants from em, we muſt 
rank all preſumptuous Offenders who Sin with an 
high Hand, and are not afraid to expreſs their 
avow'd Contempt of Gods Laws, by an open and 
audacious violation of them. 


\ 


Again, 


3 (6 
Again, adh, Whereas it is ſaid in the Text, 
that God will viſit. the Sins of tbe Fathers upon the 
|... Children, this Viſitation muſt be underſtood to im- 
ply no more than the infliction of Temporal Evils 
only. For « the Vertues of Parents, how eminent 
ſoever, will not be imputed for Rightcouſneſs to a 
degenerate and wicked Poſterity : So neither will 
their Vices, if they ſnould prove no leis Notorious, 
be matter of Condemnation to them, any other- 
wiſe than as they fhall provoke Gods Vengeance, by 
preſuming to tread in the fame croołked Paths. 
Navy, he is ſo far from vifiting the Sins oſ tbe Fa- 
thers upon the Children in this Senſe, that he makes 
thoſe temporal Evils, that befal em on the accoum of 
their Parents Sins, highly ſubſervient to the attain- 
ment of that greater Good, which will be the Re- 
Ward of their own Virtues, in another and far better 
Life, For we know that all Things work together 
| for good to them that love God; Rom. S. 28. 
And therefore even the Afffictions, according to the 
Apoſtles true meaning in that place, which may 
attend them in the courſe of his Providence, al- 
ways muſt be for w/e, juſt and important Ends. 
What has been ſaid in relation to Gods viſiting, 
after the manner deſcribed by us, the Sms of the Fa- 
hers upon the Children, is equally applicable to Viſſta- 
tions of a more Publick or Private Nature ; that is, 
| of National Offences committed by multitudes of 
Perſons, and deſerving to be viſited on n 
19 A Ge- 
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(9) 
Generations. For the Puniſhments of this kind in- 
fied on Communities of Men, as ſuch, are always 
Temporal Judgments ; very grievous indeed, in 
ſome Caſes, as to therr quality and duration ; but yet 
ſuch as are capable of being improv'd to the pre- 
{ent and future Advantage of a People, diſpos'd to 
make a right and profitable uſe of em. f 
And to proceed yet farther, even the Temporal 
Evils denounc'd by God in the Text againſt the 
Offſpring of notoriouſly wicked Parents, are there 
ſuppos'd (ordinarily at leaſt) to extend no farther 
than to the third and fourth Generation of them that 
Hate him; which period of Time is therefore con- 
ceiv'd to be mention d, to ſatisfy us, that God pri- 
marily and more eſpecially de 175 to puniſh Sin in the 
immediate Authors of it; ſince it may be preſum'd, 
and is often true in Fact, that wicked Parents may 


. 


come out of their Loins; whereas, on the contra- 
ry, the Goodneſs of Almighty God, is ſuch an over- 
ballance to his vindictive Juſtice, that he has like- 
wiſe declar d, That He will few Mercy unto Thou. 
ſands of them that love him, and keep bis Command- 
ments. e 2 * 
Add to this, That the temporal Curſe pro- 
nounc'd in the Text, muſt ordinarily be allow d 
to be Conditional only; that is, to take place no other- 
wiſe, than as wicked Parents ſhall continue obſti- 
nate in the Practice or „ of thofe Sins, by 
| __ which 


live to ſee themſelves thus puniſh'd in thoſe that 


| (ao) 
which they had provok'd. the Divine Vengeance 
. 1 CT: 21 2 » 
which Condition, it muſt be confeſs'd „may be ſy. 
perſeded by a thorough Repentance; and when 
it is ſo, it may pleaſe God to reſpit the Execution of 
his Sentence, or to mitigate, as there ſhall be ſuffici. 
ent Reaſon, the Severity of it. 


Laſily, For a more clear and full Vindication of 
the juſtice of Gods proceeding, in viſiting, upon 
fome ſpecial Occaſions, the Sms of the Fathers ub 
the Children, *twill be neceflary, that we conſider 
farther the Charader and Qualifications of thoſe Per. 
fons, upon whom he determines. to Viſit in the 
manner above-mention'd, the Sins of their Fore. 
fathers. For we muſt not imagine that he puniſh- 
es even with Temporal Evils (according to the 

uſual Methods of his Providence) the Sins of 

wity Parents on a guiltleſ Off- ſpring. For in ſuch 
Caſes, that of the Prophet Exekiel holds true (not 
in reality interfering with the Doctrine of the 
Text) that the Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity of 
the Father; which is God Almighty's anſwer, by 
the Mouth of his Prophet, to thoſe Jews, > who 
had taken up that abſurd Proverb, in derogation 
to his Juſtice ; The Fathers have eaten ſower Grapes, 
and the Childrens I eeth are ſet on Edge. Ezek. 18. 2. 
On the other Hand, there are ſeveral ways by 
which the Deſcendants from a wicked Stock may 
make the Guilt originally contracted by their Fa- 
thers, in ſome meaſure their Own; Ether: by tread- 
Wt | ing 
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(. 11 | 
ing in the Steps of their Anceſtors, which is not 
unuſual, EY the powerful influence of their 
bad Principles and Examples, ſtrongly inclining em 
to ſuch an Imitation; by which and other means, 
Family Vices, as well as Deſeaſes, become heredita- 
ry; Or by preſuming to juſizfy and defend, or to 
palliate and leſſen the malignity of the Tranſ- 
greſſions committed by them; Or yet farther, by 
not humbling their Souls, under a juſt and lively 
Senſe of the heinouſneſs of em; Or laſtly, by ſome 
perſonal Crimes of their own, no leſs notorious, 
which may juſtly provoke God to take occaſion 
from thence to viſit both their own and the Iniqui- 
ty of tberr Parents upon em. In which ſeveral 
Caſes, we have no reaſon to arraign the Juſtice of 
Gods Dealings with Mankind, if, in purſuance of 
the ſolemn Declaration made in the Text, he 


ſhould viſit the Sins, of the Fathers upon the Children, 


even unto the third and fourth Generation of them: that 
Eſpecially, if we proceed to add farther,» what 
was more fully made out, under my former Head, 
That thoſe Judgments of God how ſevere ſoever, 
may always be improv'd- to the Spiritual, and often 
Temporal Advantage of thoſe, on whom they light, 
if they are not wanting to themſelves in making a 
proper uſe of em; which is ſo evidently true in 
Fact, that Temporal Evils are ſometimes the only 
means, under God, of Fe Societies of Men, 
3 as 
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as well as private Perſons, from the Guilt of the moſt 

| daring and preſumptuous Sins. 

For theſe and other weighty Reaſons, if notwith| 

ſtanding what has been urg'd, there ſhould ariſe 

ſome particular Caſes, which will not ſo eaſily come 

under the Rules laid down: We may conclude how- 

ever in general, that God neither is, nor world ap- 

_ pear to be unrighteous, were all the Reaſons of 
os Providence fully known to us. On the contrar 

we ought (as we are taught) to believe of His 

Righteouſneſs, T hat it is like the great Mountains: 

that is, for the moſt- part eaſy to be ſeen like them, 

and to be diſcern'd even afar f; tho? it ſometimes 

happens, T bat by ways are paſt finding out, and bis 

Judgments like the great Deep, not to be fat hom'd. 
aving thus gone through the general Doctrine 
of my Text; and freed it from the Exceptions, to 
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which it may ſeem to lie open: Proceed we now to 
apply more cloſely what has been ſaid to our ſelves, 
by ſhewing what reaſon we have to, believe, that 
the great and crying Sin, under a ſerious and de- 
vout Senſe of which, we are now humbling our 
Souls „ is one of thoſe which God has been 
lend already, and he only knows how long he 
will ſtill pleaſe, to viſit on the People of this Nation 
and their Poſterity. - | * 27% 37 
We are here met together to commemorate «the 
Vertues, and to lament the Misfortunes of one of the 
| beſt of Px1NG=xs, falling a Sacrifice to the . 
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| Cruelty, of his own Perfidious and Mercileſs Sub- 


rents: we find the Sins Rebeſſion againft God, 


- 


I W 2 _ * N 
8 «0 
J 
N \ 


tiſh Rage, moſt amazing Inſolence, and uu paralebu | 


ect; N 
a The Perſons, more immediately concern d in this 


Bloody Tragedy, were not ſome few Sos of Belial 
only ; it was the joint 1 of many Thou- 
ſands of Perſons, cloſely confederate together, and 
each of em contributing his Share towards the con- 
trivance, the carrying on, and at length final Accom- 
pliſoment of that ſurprizingly wicked Work. 
Upon which account, if it be juſt in. God, under 
ſome ſpecial Circumſtances,ts viſit one Man's Sin (of 
a more deep dye) on himſelf, and his Pofterity- | 
after him; it muſt be allow'd to be more hey 4k”, 
ſo, that the complicated Guilt of ſych vaſt Num- 
bers of Men, ſhould not center in thoſe Perſons 
only, but by Gods appointment. ſhould deſeend to 
Generations of Men, that were: afterwards to be 
born. Eſpecially if we proceed to take a curſory 
view of the Wickedneſs now before us, in ſome of 
its Circumſtances, and Degrees of Aggravations, 
in which Multitudes of Perſons of all Ranks and 
Conditions were known, in open Defiance of Gods 
Laws, and of the moſt folemn Oaths. of Duty and 
Allegiance, to have wilfully intereſſed themfelves. © 
Among the Sins of a more malignant and high 
ly provoking Nature, whickthe Scriptures informs 
us, God has viſited on the Progeny of wicked Pa- 
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(14) 
open and notorious Oppreſſion, and. above all, that of 
Blood, frequently mention dias juſtly deſerv ing to be vi- 
ſited after ſo ſevere and unuſual a manner; All which 
Crimes were manifeſt Ingredients; of that National 
Offence, which was openly committed againſt the 
| - Perſon of our then Lawfal Sovereign. For next to an 
| Invation of the Throne of God, which was the Caſe 
3 of the Apolate Angels, one of the moſt ſignal Acts 
of Preſumption in Men, is, their inſulting the Maje- 
ſty of Kings; who are Gods immediate Vice-Gerents 
on Earth, By whom alone theyRewn and Decree Juſtice, 
Prov. 8. 15. from whom they receive their Authority, 
and derive a Sacred neſs on their Perſons. For where 
the Word of a King u, ſays Solomon, there 15 Power, 
ald who may ſay unto him, what doeſt thou ? Ec. 8. 4. 
The fierceneſs of theſe Sons of Violence did not 
Ker here, but they further preſum'd to invade the 
ights of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, who was the 
Fountain of Juſtice; To caſt him out of his Vine- 
yard by Force and Uſurpition, and at length (un- 
reſtrain'd by the moſt ſacred Ties of Duty) to 
ſtretch for th their Hands, 10 deſtroy the Lord's 
L/ c ONES - - 
; To render the Guilt of which horrid Fact, nat 
| tobe patalell'd in the Hiſtory of former Ages, yet 
| more flagrant : Religion was made a Cloak for the 
| © Commiſhon of it, and God himſelf a Party in the 
| Formation and Execution of that black Deſign; 
| notwithſtanding his avow'd abhorrence of Blood-. 
1 * thirſty 


thirſty Men, and hs tender Concern for thoſe who 
bear his own Image and Superſcrip tion. 
Add to this, That the Breath of our Noſtrils, the 

Anointed of the Lord, was not only thus taken in their Pits, 
but we were likewiſe depriv'd of ſuch a Perſon f 
whom we ſaid, that is, all ſuch as entertain'd a juſt | 
Senſe of his incomparable Vertues ſaid, We ſbal be |} 
ſafe under bn Shadow. Lam. 4. 20. | ' arr 
For what bleſſed Advantiges might not a People 
have hop'd for, and ſecurly ptomis'd themſelves, 
under the Protection of a Prince of ſuch exemplary 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who ſet God always before his 
Face, whoſe Prayers and innumerable good Deeds 
would have come up fer a Memorial before him, and 
in return would have brought down the moſt valuible 
Bleſſings, and have entaild em on theſe Kingdoms? 
However ſuch a Prince, fo richly adorn'd: with ſo - 
many publick and privateVertues, ſo 275 deſerving 
to Live and Reign in the Hearts of his Subjects, 
was, by God's Permiſſion, given up as a Prey to thoſe 
who were the moſt unworthy f His and the Divine 
Protection WWW 

All theſe Things conſider'd, ſurely the Wicked- 
neſs of our Fore-fathers was abote meaſure Sinful; 
and as it has been already viſited en the People of 
this Land, more or leſs from the time of its Com- 
miſſion: So my it ſtill deſerve to be, if, by a ſe. 
rious It and by-bringing forth. fuitable 
Fruits, they do nt endeavour to appeaſe the Divine 

| TER Wrath. 
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by juſtifying or dimiuiſbing the Crimes committed 
them : or by not duly Duo 
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Wrath: In order to which end, I come in the laſt. 


place to lay down ſome Directions neceſſary to be 
obſerv'd by us to prevent a farther Viſitation of thi 
national Sin upon us and our Poſterity. 


It has already been made out under my firſt Head, 


That it is highly juſt in God to viſit the Sins of Pro- 
genitors upon ſuch an Off- ſpring, as ſhall preſume to 
fill up the meaſure of their Iniquity, and to tranſ- 


fer the Guilt of them, in ſome Degree, on them- 


ſelves, either by treading exactly in the ſame Steps, 


ling their Souls under 
a lively Senſe of the heinouſneſs of them : or yet 
farther, by the additional Guilt of their own perſo- 
nal Impieties, no leſs notorious in themſelves and 


diſpleating to Almighty God. Upon which ſeveral. 


Accounts, it greatly concerns the Sinful People. of 
this Generation, many of whom have in ſome of 
the ways above-mention'd, made the Guilt of the 
Royal Martyrs Blood their Own, to beware of entail- 
ing ſtill the Curſe of God on themſelves, and thoſe 
in after Ages, by continuing un-reform'd by the 
ſtroke of his Vengeance. Mes 


The Text acquaints us, That God Almighty is 


ſo jealous of his Honour, as to viſit the Sins of no- 
tariouſly wicked Parents upon their Children, euen 
unto the third and fourth Generation of themthat HATE, 
him; beyond which period of time, we cannot he 


_ aſlurd- 


- Ta. 
aſſur d, that he will not vifit Sins of a more Ex- 
tenſive and Complicated Guilt ; as all National Of- 
fences, committed in open Defiance of his Ma- 
jeſty, that Branch of it in particular, which is 
{tamp't on the Perſons of Kings, muſt be allow d 
to be; Tis not hard to conceive, that the ma- 
ay diſmal Conſequences, naturally iſſuing from 
this Days Tranſgreſſion, may extend to Ages and 
Generations of Men yet to come, e Bis 
In the mean time, we are to conſider, that 
dhe number of Years determin'd in the Text, 
for God Almighty's viſiting, in an Ordinary 
Way, the Sims of the Fathers upon the Children, , 
not "yet expir'd ; which Conſideration, as we 
tender ur Cn immediate Welfare, and that 

of thoſe Who ſtand in neareſt Relation to us, 
ougkt te be a powerful Motive, to raiſe in 

us fuch @ Godly Sorrow for this Days Offence, 

as hall work in us @ Repentance not to be Re- 
pented of; which Repentance if it anſwers that 
Character, muſt bear ſome Proportion to the 
heinouſneſs off the Crime committed; conſe- 

| quently, Nhat Carefulneſs ought it not to work _  * 
112 us, what clearing of our Selves, yea what Induge_ 
nation, yea what Fear, yea what vehement Deſire, 

yea what Real, yea what Revenge? That ſo we 
may endeavour each of - thole ways to ap- 
prove our {elves in ſome meaſure clear in that | 
Matter, . 0 Hs | 
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(18 ) 
In purſuance of which great End of this 
Days Annual Solemnity, Tuſtead of making it 
Day of: Rejoicing, and Celebrating it with moſt 
Profane, Songs of Triumph Let us look upon 
it to be, what it really is in it ſelf, a Day ,. Trau. 
ble, Rebuke and Blaſphemny ; Inſtead of Solemnis. 
ing its Return (after the Impious manner of 
ſome) with Feaſtings: let us humble our 
Souls after a Godly fort, with Prayers, Sup 
plications, and Faſtings: Iuſtead of detracting 
from the Heroick Vertues of that moſt Reli. 
gious and Wiſe PRINCE, let his Memory 
be ever precious among us, and his exem- 
plary Gocdneſs be ſingled out as a moſt ſafe 
and glorious Pattern for our Imitation, 

Moſt efpecially, let the ſurprizing Wicked- 
neſs of this Day, raiſe in us a juſt Deteſta- 
tion of thoſe pernicious Doctrines which made 
way for it; That of the Lawfulneſs of Re- 
bellion in particular, which the Scriptures 
repreſent to be, a the Sm of Witchcraft, a 
kind of Combination with the Infernal Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs, however palliated or defended 
of late; I had almoſt ſaid, made a necejary 
Duty ; On the contrary, let it inſpire us with 
a juſt and grateful Senſe of the many Obliga- 
tions we are under, to eſteem very highly, 


and to obey with the greateſt Chearfulneſs, the 


Powers that are now ſet over us by God. 


We 


GE) 
We are all of us, *fis to be hop'd, ſo en- 
tirely ſatisfied of the fincere Intentions of 
our moſt Gracious. Sovereign, to promote 
the true and laſting Intereſt of Her King- 
doms, by the moſt ſafe and warrantable Me- 
thods, that we ſhould render our ſelves 
highly inexcuſable, ſhould we endeavour to 
fruſtrate thoſe good Deſigns, by not readily 
concurring with, Or by any Acts of Unduti- 
fulneſs towards Her. Whatever Apprehenſi- 
ons we may ſtill have of Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power, if there be any juſt Grounds 
for Fears of that kind, they cannot now be 
pretended to ſpring from the Throne, but 
are to be reſolv'd into the reſtleſs Endeavours 
of Factious Spirits, ſworn Enemies to Mo. 
narchy, and to the contmuance of an Epiſcopal 
Church. F b Bxofng, J n 
Lagſtly, Inſtead of Exaiſing, Juſtiſying and 
e the Wickedneſs of our Lis Wn 
which gave Birth to this Days memorable 
Solemnity , let us humbly implore the Aſ- 
filtance of God's reſtraining Grace to keep 
us back, not only from treading in their 
Steps, but from making the leaſt Approaches 
that way; A caution very neceflary to be 
added to the Directions before given, and 
which, I may preſume to ſay, will be the 
moſt effectual Means, uſer God, of freeing 
: "Pp us 


(20) 2 


us from the ſud Effects of the remaining Guilt of 
That, and of placing us out of the reach of the 
like Offence. 

For how many Perſons, unhappily involy'q 
in this Days Tranſgreſſion, were inſenſibly 
led on to that higheſt pitch of Wickedneſs, 
by gradually imbibing the Principles, and en- 
gaging in the Practices tending to it; and 
and after they had gone too great Lengths, 
by putting it out of their Power to re— 
trieve the falſe and dangerous Steps taken by 
TH. | 

When the Prophet Elia was commiſſion'd 
by God to forewarn Haxael of the Evil 
he would certainly do, in no long time after 
to the Children of Iſrael, by Setting their 
ſtrong Holds on Fire, by ſlaymg their. young 
Men with the Sword, by daſbing their Chil- 
dren, and ripping ug their Women with Child: 
The Anſwer he return'd to the Prophet upon 
the delivery of that Meſſage, was, Is thy 
Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do this great 
Ihing? Had the ſame Warning been given, 
the ſame Anſwer would doubtleſs have been 
return'd by many of thoſe Perſons that were . 
Inſtrumental in bringing the ſore Evils on this 
Church-and Nation, which were the Natural 
and Judicial Conſequences of this Days Offence. 
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(21) 
Had they been told even by a Meſſenger from 
Heaven, that the Methods taken by em for the 
redreſſing of ſome pretended Grievances, would 
certainly be attended with Conſequences far more - 
intolerable ; T hat their Petitions and Remonſtrances 
would be improv'd into open Rebellion againſt 
their lawful Sovereign, and the Efed of that 
Rebellion would be, the Pethroning and Murder 
of their PRINcE, after a manner unheard of in 
former Ages: Upon the mention of ſuch 
things , they would have expreſs'd the like 
abhorrence of thoſe Barbarous and moſt Inbumane 
Ads, as Haxael did. However, both He and. 
They by hardening themſelves more and more 
in Sin, were at length prevail'd upon to be far. 
more Wicked than 1s ealy for others, or they. 
thought it poſhble for themſelves to be. : 

Out of a full perſuaſion of this Truth, may 
none of us, of what Rank or Station ſoever, think 
our {elves too Wiſe to be caution'd againſt Sins of 
ſo Preſumptuous and Dangerous a kind, or oa 
Good, to ſtand in need of fo ſeaſonable an Admo- 
nition. There is a time when the moſt knowing 
Perſon may ſuffer himſelf to be miſlead. by thofe 
who are more thoroughly vers'd in the Art of 
Deceiving ; and when Men of honeſt and ſincere 
Intentions may beover-reacht by thoſe, who nei- - 
ther intend, deſire, nor are to be prevail'd upon 
by any Ties whatever, to do well. Againſt the 
lecret Attempts of Perſons of ſuch dangerous 


( 29 ) 
Deſigns, and of ſo infamous a Character, we muſt 
fortify our Souls, by keeping at the greateſt di. 
ftance from the Infection ſpread by em; apply- 
ing thoſe Words of the Patriark to our ſelves, 
O my*Soul come not thou into their Secrets, unto their 
Aſſembly , mine Honour be not thou united! 
If we thus improve, to our ſpiritual Advan- 
tage the unhappy Occaſion of our aſſembling to- 
gether at this time, we may reaſonably hope, that 
God will lay aſide the fierceneſs of his juſt Diſ- 
pleaſure,and ſuffer himſelf at length to be entreat- 
ed for the Land; That he will reſtore in his ap- 
pointed Time, after the effuſion of much Chri- 
ſtian Blood, Peace with in Her Walls, and Plen- 
. Teouſneſs within Her Palaces ; That be will give 
a timely Check to thoſe unnatural Diviſions that 
do now rage among us, and to-that Spirit of 
Atheiſm, Irreligion and Profaneneſs, which fo 
| viſibly infeſts the Chriſtian Church: In a word, 
that he will waſh away the Guilt of this Days 
| Sin, and of all our other Tranſgreſſions, in the 
Blood of his dear Son ; which Blood we know 
ſpeaketh better things, than that of Abel. 
Now to God the Father, God the San, &c. 
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